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Sources are outlined at the end of each section. Full details of all sources are to be found in the ref-
erences section at the end of the key contextual data profile. Individual statistical data used in ta-
bles are indicated by an asterisk*, both in the table and in the sources.  
 

Early childhood education and care  

 

ECEC system type and auspices 
Sweden has a unitary system of early childhood education and care with three main levels of gov-
ernment: national, regional (county) and local (municipality). At the national level, since 1996, 
both centre-based and home-based provision for children aged 1 to under 7 years come under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Education and Research (Utbildningsdepartementet). Through the 
Swedish National Agency for Education (Skolverket), the main administrative body at the national 
level, the government is responsible for setting out policy goals and guidelines and funding 
frameworks relating to early childhood provision. However, the system itself is highly decentral-
ised. At the local level, the 290 municipalities (kommuner) are responsible for the planning and or-
ganisation of public ECEC provision and for ensuring that the relevant steering documents are im-
plemented. The providers of independent ECEC centres (fristående förskolor), which are attended 
by roughly one fifth of Swedish children up to school entry age, are responsible for their manage-
ment. 
  

Sources:  Eurydice 2017. 
 Vallberg-Roth, A.-C. 2015.  

 
 

General objectives and legislative framework 
Early childhood education and care (ECEC) in Sweden is part of the education system. National 
goals are drawn up by the Swedish parliament (Riksdag) and the Swedish government. ‘Pre-
schools’ (förskolan) for 1- to 5-year olds and ‘preschool classes’ (förskoleklasser) for 6- to 7-year 
olds, are regulated by the Education Act (Skollagen 2010), which sets out general objectives for 
the education system as a whole. Principles, goals and values for early childhood education and 
care are more explicitly specified in the Curriculum for the Preschool (Läroplan för förskolan 
Lpfö98), first introduced in 1998 and revised in 2010. A further review of the curriculum is under 
way and conclusions will be presented to the Government in 2018. The curriculum document 
opens with a statement about democracy forming the foundation of the preschool and that all 
preschool activities should be conducted according to democratic values and principles (see sec-
tion on Curricular frameworks). 
 

Sources: Skolverket 2010, 2016c, 2016d. 
 Vallberg-Roth, A.-C. 2015. 

 
 

ECEC entitlement and compulsory enrolment age 
The Education Act 2010 requires municipalities to provide preschool services and out-of-school 
childcare for children aged 1–12 years whose parents are working or studying, and for children 
with special educational needs and disabilities. Children with parents who are unemployed or on 
parental leave are entitled to a part-time place (at least 3 hours/day) in publicly funded centre-
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based or home-based provision. Municipalities have to ensure that parents receive a place within 
four months of their application. 
Since 2003, all children are entitled to a free place for at least 525 hours per year from the autumn 
term when they turn 4 years old. In 2010 this was extended to 3-year olds. All children are guaran-
teed a one-year place in the preschool class (förskoleklass), starting in the autumn of the year they 
turn 6. 
There is no obligation to attend an early childhood centre during the years preceding school entry. 
Compulsory schooling starts in the autumn of the year the children turn 7 years of age. Intake is 
on an annual basis. 
 

Sources: Eurydice 2015. 
 Swedish Institute 2015. 

 
 

Main types of provision 
Early childhood centres (förskola), or ‘preschools’ as they are called in official translations of Swe-
dish documents, are usually unitary, age-integrated settings and are the main form of provision 
for children aged 1 to under 6 years where the children are mostly grouped in two broad age-
bands: 1- to 3-year olds and 3- to under 6-year olds. However, there are also settings with same-
age groups. Most are open from 6:30 in the morning until 18:30.  
Preschool classes (förskoleklass) are one-year transition classes for 6- to 7-year olds located in 
schools that offer a minimum of 525 hours of tuition in a school year. Established in 1998, they are 
not compulsory, but are attended by nearly all children in the year preceding school entry (96.5% 
of 6-year olds, 0.7% of 5-year olds and 0.9% of 7-year olds in 2015/2016*). Municipalities must 
provide a place in the preschool class for all children whose parents seek one.  
Open preschools (öppen förskola) are community drop-in and advisory centres for parents and 
children who are not attending any other form of provision, and also for family day care providers. 
They are funded by the municipalities and generally supervised by a fully qualified early childhood 
teacher (förskollärare), although as a form of pedagogical care (pedagogisk omsorg), there are no 
specific requirements regarding the professional qualification of staff. Across the country there 
were 474 open preschools in 2016. 
Family day care (familjedaghem) is a home-based form of pedagogical care. There are no specific 
curricular regulations and no required form of professional qualification for those working as fami-
ly day carers. Although pedagogical care is not considered part of the education sector, in the Ed-
ucation Act 2010 (Chapter 25 §2) it is stated that pedagogical care “…should stimulate children’s 
development and learning”. These facilities are for children aged 1–12 years (but mostly used by 
families with children up to age 3) and are provided by registered family day carers 
(dagbarnvårdare).  
Leisure-time centres/after-school centres (fritidshem) offer activities, care and education for chil-
dren attending a preschool class or school before and after school opening hours and during the 
school holidays. They are open for children aged 6-12 years whose parents work or study or need 
extra support and serve as a complement to the school and the preschool class. Currently, there 
are 4,239 centres in the country catering for 461,871 children. 
 

Sources: EPIC 2016 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 
 *Skolverket 2016a. 
 Swedish Institute 2015. 
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Provider structures 
The majority of ECEC settings are provided and run by the municipalities. However, since the early 
1990s, independent, grant-aided provision (organised by parent or staff co-operatives, founda-
tions, limited companies, and other entities) has increased steadily.  
Table 1 illustrates the distribution of ECEC provision according to provider type.  
 
Table 1 
Sweden: Number of ECEC settings according to provider type, 2015/2016* 

Type of setting Public Independent,  
grant-aided Total 

ECEC centre/Preschool (förskola) 7,106 2,668 9,774 

Open preschool (öppen förskola)  427 47 474 

Preschool class (förskoleklass)  3,063 587 3,650 

 

Source: * Eurydice 2017. 

 
 

Participation rates in regulated provision 
The participation rates of children under age 3 in centre-based settings have increased steadily 
since 2005, from 53% to just under two-thirds of the age-group (64.2%) in 2015 (see Table 2). Dur-
ing the same period, the proportion of children aged between 3 and 6 years in ECEC provision rose 
from roughly three- quarters of the age-group to over 96%.  
 
Table 2  
Sweden: Participation rates according to duration of attendance in centre-based settings, 2005-2015* 

Year Weekly attendance 0 to under 3 years 
in % 

3 years up to school entry 
in % 

2005 

1 to 29 hours 22 35 

Over 30 hours 31 52 

No attendance 48 13 

2010 

1 to 29 hours 18 29 

Over 30 hours 33 65 

No attendance 49 6 

2015 

1 to 29 hours 21.4 25.9 

Over 30 hours 42.8 70.3 

No attendance 36.0 3.8 
Slight deviations from 100% due to roundings. 

 
Table 3  
Sweden: Participation rates in early childhood centres (preschools) according to age and provider type, 2015/16** 

Age group Total Publicly managed 
in per cent 

Independently managed 
in per cent 

1 to under 6 years 83.2 67.0 16.2 

1-year olds 47.6 38.4 9.3 

2-year olds 87.8 70.7 17.2 

3-year olds 92.3 74.2 18.2 

4-year olds 93.9 75.6 18.3 

5-year olds 94.1 76.0 18.2 
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Sources: * Eurostat 2017f. 
 **Eurydice 2017. 
 Skolverket 2017. 

 
 
Financing and costs for parents 
Funding of ECEC provision is shared between the state and the municipalities. A block grant is 
transferred from the national level to the municipalities and complemented by funding through 
tax revenues at the local level. Each municipality then allocates resources to individual settings, 
which also charge fees to cover part of the costs. Although the general policy in Sweden is fee-
paying, a maximum fee (maxtaxa) is set annually at the national level to ensure affordability. Fees 
are calculated according to income and are capped at SEK 1.260 (about 140€) per month. 
When the children reach the age of 3, ECEC provision is provided free for a minimum of 525 hours 
(approximately 15 hours/week). No fees are paid for attending the preschool class. Parents of 6-
year olds who are working or studying and whose child attends a preschool class have the right to 
a subsidised place in a leisure-time centre (fritidshem). 
 

Sources: Eurydice 2015. 
 Naumann, I., C. McLean, A. Koslowski, K. Tisdall, and E. Lloyd 2013. 
 Swedish Institute 2016. 

 
 
Staff-child ratios  
Swedish ECEC provision is internationally well-known for its favourable staff-child ratios. However, 
there are no national requirements. Instead, the municipalities are responsible for regulating cri-
teria for group size and the number of children per staff member. The practised ratios may vary 
across settings, depending on the group composition, e.g. the number of children with special ed-
ucational needs, or the number of immigrant children with special language needs. The monitor-
ing of staff-child ratios is compulsory and part of ongoing evaluation policies. In early childhood 
centres (preschools) Skolverket suggests new recommendations for group size: six to 12 children 
for the ages 1-3 years and nine to 15 children for the ages 4-5 years. However, there are no rec-
ommendations about adult/child ratio. Since the suggested new group sizes are still recommenda-
tions, municipalities do not have to adhere to them. National statistics indicate a staff-child-ratio 
of 5.2 children per staff member in preschools and 16.4 children per staff member in preschool 
classes.* 
In 2016, the group size decreased by nearly one child per group and is now the lowest since many 
years**. At the same time, the number of qualified and certified Preschool Teachers working in 
preschools has also decreased, which may have implications for the quality of the education of-
fered.  
 

Sources: *Eurydice 2017.  
 Naumann, I., C. McLean, A. Koslowski, K. Tisdall, and E. Lloyd 2013. 
 OECD 2015. 
 **Skolverket 2016b, 2016c. 

 
 
Curricular frameworks 
Early childhood centres and preschool classes in primary schools are regulated through two differ-
ent curricula.  
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The curriculum for preschools was first issued in 1998, revised in 2010 and is currently under revi-
sion again. All early childhood centres in Sweden are required to work according to this document. 
Philosophically, the early childhood curriculum is based on the notion of children as competent, 
active and engaged learners. The main approach is a play-based pedagogy, with a strong emphasis 
on children’s participation at all levels. Areas for development and learning include: identity; inde-
pendence; motivation and dispositions to play and learn; social competence; culture, language, 
aesthetic forms of expression; motor skills, health, body awareness; understanding the surround-
ing world; nature, mathematics, technology. The goals set down are goals to be aimed for and not 
goals to achieve. Consequently, they are formulated at a relatively abstract level, but Preschool 
Teachers are responsible for organising the pedagogical work in line with the curricular goals. 
In the 2010 revised version of the curriculum, more specific objectives were included for children's 
development in language and mathematics, and in natural sciences and technology. The guide-
lines for staff responsibilities were clarified, both at individual teacher level and at team level. New 
sections referred explicitly to documentation, evaluation and quality development, and also to the 
responsibilities of centre heads. As part of a system of policy steering by goals, regional and cen-
tre-specific working programmes complement the national curriculum. In 2017, a review of the 
curriculum was initiated and a revised version will be presented to the Government in 2018. It is 
expected in particular to take into account children’s rights, disabilities, the rights of minorities 
and of the Sami as indigenous people.  
Goals and guidelines for the preschool classes are set down in the Curriculum for Compulsory 
Schools, Preschool Classes and After-school Centres (Läroplan för grundskolan, förskoleklassen 
och fritidshemmet 2011, revised 2016). The goals to be pursued remain goals to aim for and not 
goals to attain. A small number of preschool classes work according to a designated approach, 
such as Montessori or Waldorf. The Preschool Teacher draws up a plan of work related to the na-
tional goals, for which the school principal has overall responsibility.  
 

Sources: Karlsson Lohmander 2017. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 
 Skolverket 2016d. 
 Vallberg-Roth, A.-C. 2015. 

 
 
Inclusion agenda  
Children with special educational needs and disabilities 
According to the Education Act, a basic principle of each level of education is access to an equiva-
lent education for all. Children with disabilities or in need of special support are therefore not 
treated or defined as a group that is any different from other pupils and their rights are not stated 
separately. Consequently, they are integrated into mainstream early childhood provision, either in 
a regular group or in a special group with fewer children and access to specialist staff (e.g. psy-
chologists, speech therapists). The municipalities are responsible for providing the necessary re-
sources, and children with disabilities have a right to priority access to early childhood provision. 
They should receive education and care according to their specific needs. Children with severe and 
multiple disabilities are entitled to personal assistance. For each child in need of special support, a 
continuously evaluated action plan is drawn up by teachers, in consultation with the children, 
their parents and specialist support teachers.  
 
Children with a background of migration 
In 2011, the number of preschool-age children with a family language other than Swedish totalled 
85,734, representing roughly 19% of the overall preschool-age population**. With the aim of sup-
porting active bilingualism and the children’s bicultural identity, many municipalities have a policy 
of providing home language tuition for these children. Roughly one third of municipalities offer 
this provision for 21.5% of immigrant children in preschools. 
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In 2015, a good third of children under age 4 had a background of family migration. Table 4 shows 
different groupings of children according to whether the child and/or the parents were born in 
Sweden or elsewhere.  
 
Table 4 
Sweden: Children 0-4 years and total population according to child’s and parents’ place of birth, 2015* 

 
0-4 years % Total  

population % 

Foreign born 21,314 3.6 1,676,264 17.0 

Born in Sweden with two foreign born parents 102,856 17.5 510,756 5.2 

Born in Sweden with one parent born in Sweden and one foreign 
born parent 83,990 14.3 724,841 7.4 

Born in Sweden with two parents born in Sweden 378,058 64.5 6,939,156 70.4 

Total 586,218  9,851,017  

 
Looking at the child population under 7 years of age, 9% (calculated on the basis of Eurostat data) 
had a non-Swedish background.* The largest group of children with a background of migration 
come from Asian countries (30%); slightly more than one fifth (21%) come from an EU country 
(other Nordic countries excluded); approximately 17% from African countries; and roughly 10% 
from other Nordic countries.  
 

Sources: European Agency for Special Needs and Inclusion 2015. 
 **Eurydice 2016. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 
 *Statistics Sweden 2016. 

 
 

Monitoring – Evaluation – Research 
According to the Education Act and the Swedish Preschool Curriculum, the quality of all preschools 
must be regularly and systematically documented, reviewed and evaluated, and steps for further 
improvement developed. The Swedish National Agency for Education has the task of ensuring that 
the municipalities and the private providers comply with the legislation and regulations relating to 
early childhood education and care. The Swedish School Inspectorate has supervisory and external 
monitoring responsibility for all levels of the education system, including preschools. This includes 
a self-evaluation by the municipality regarding various aspects of the quality in preschools. Self-
evaluation instruments vary from municipality to municipality. However, centre-level self-
assessment is not regulated at the national level. ECEC settings can decide whether it should take 
place, although centre heads are expected to encourage this. Sweden thus has a mixed approach 
towards monitoring and assessment, combining national quality audits with locally appropriate 
quality control.  
Evaluations at the centre level are not officially expected to focus on child-related outcomes, more 
on overall quality enhancement. Criteria may include deciding on which curriculum areas and 
goals they should be focusing on to meet the needs and interests of the children, whether the 
goals they set themselves for the previous evaluation have been achieved, and how the current 
evaluation phase will be assessed (documentation, parent survey, discussions with the children.) 
The Swedish Institute for Educational Research is a government agency established to provide 
staff in preschools (and other forms of school and adult education) with research-based infor-
mation to improve the planning, implementation and evaluation of children’s learning and their 
own pedagogical activities. This involves e.g. examining recent research in the field; disseminating 
and transmitting robust findings in a form relevant for practitioners; identifying areas needing 
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practice-centred research and announcing and allocating funding for high quality scientific studies 
for this. 
The Swedish government has identified areas for research, one of them being migration and inte-
gration. In order to meet current and future societal challenges of increased migration and to 
maintain a democratic and inclusive society, the knowledge base about diversity and integration 
needs to be improved. In this respect education in general and early childhood education in par-
ticular play an important role. In its recent research bill the Government has proposed a ten year 
national research programme on migration and integration.  
 

Sources: Eurydice 2015.  
 Karlsson Lohmander, M. 2017. 
 Lunneblad, J. 2017. 
 OECD 2015. 
 Regeringen 2016.  
 Swedish Institute for Educational Research 2016. 
 Vallberg-Roth, A.-C. 2015. 

 
 
Parental leave arrangements 
Maternity leave (graviditetsspenning) is compulsory for two weeks. These can be taken before 
and after the child’s birth. Under certain circumstances – also over a longer period of time – 
mothers are paid 77.6% of their previous monthly earnings.  
For the care of other children in the family, or in order to be at the clinic during the birth period, 
one of the parents (or another person) is granted ten days of temporary leave (tillfällig 
föräldrapenning) within the first 60 days following childbirth, also paid at a rate of 77.6% of previ-
ous earnings (max. 34,495€).  
Sweden is well known across the world for its generous parental leave.  
Parental leave (föräldraförsäkring) for 240 days can be granted to either parent until their child is 
18 months old. In 2008, a Gender Equality Bonus (jämställdhetsbonus) was introduced, with eco-
nomic compensation if parental leave days are shared more equally by both parents. Up to 30 
days can be taken by both parents simultaneously (dubbeldagar) until the first birthday of the 
child. 
195 days per parent are wage-based (77.6% of the earnings up to a ceiling of 45,852€ € per year). 
This paid leave requires parents to have had an income of over 25.60€ a day for 240 days before 
the expected date of delivery. The 45 remaining days are paid at a flat rate of 18€ daily. As an in-
centive for both women and men to take up parental leave, an economic incentive of 5€ tax free is 
awarded for each day the parents use the leave equally. 
Since the beginning of 2014, parental leave can be taken up to the child’s 12th birthday. However, 
only 96 days may be taken after the child’s 4th birthday. For parents whose children are born in 
2016 or later, 90 days are reserved exclusively for one parent and cannot be transferred to the 
other parent (so called mother’s or father’s quota). Leave can be taken in one continuous period 
or as several blocks of time, even for single days. Parents may work alongside only if they take the 
leave days part-time. 
Paid parental leave was introduced in 1974 in Sweden, which was one of the first countries to do 
so. Today it is used by almost all families. The majority of parents take the main part of the leave 
before their child reaches the age of 2 years. As from the child’s 1st birthday, there is an entitle-
ment to ECEC on a full-time basis for employed parents either in a centre-based or home-based 
setting.  
In 2016, 23% of eligible mothers made use of an average of 39 days of maternity leave. 75% of the 
fathers or same-sex parents or other persons close to the family made use of the 10 days ‘baby 
time’.  
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In 2016, 45% of the persons making use of the leave available to them were men. They were most-
ly fathers with higher education or fathers whose partners had higher levels of education and 
higher income. This means that the take-up of leave by men increased, but mothers took on aver-
age 89 days of leave whereas fathers only took 39 days.  
 

Sources: Duvander, A-Z., L. Haas, and C.P. Hwang 2017. 
 EPIC 2016. 
 OECD 2017. 

 
 
Historical shifts and junctures  

1854 
Opening of first crèche in Stockholm for the children of poor working mothers. Early 
establishments were run by foundations and churches. 

1890 
First Froebelian kindergartens (barnträdgården) opened, providing part-time educa-
tion for middle class families. 

1904 
First public kindergarten opens at the Froebel Training College in Norrköping; it is 
open for all children and with low or no costs for parents. 

1932 
Alva Myrdal proposes an integrated form of publicly funded provision with well-
educated staff, to provide for children of all working mothers.  

1943 
First state grants are issued for provision and training; main responsibility for ECEC 
expansion comes under the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs and the National 
Board of Health and Welfare. 

1950s Majority of mothers at home; if kindergartens are used, mostly only part-day 

1960s 
Women start returning to the labour market in the context of a fast-growing econo-
my. Beginning of significant expansion of ECEC provision. 

1968 – 1972 

A major report issued by the National Commission on Child Care (barnstugeutred-
ningen) sets out the goals, organisation, content and practices of early childhood edu-
cation for the first time, proposing the integration of day care centres and kindergar-
tens.  

1974 Introduction of paid parental leave – one of the first countries to do so. 

1975 
Preschool Act (förskolelagen) guarantees all 6-year olds 525 hours per year of state-
funded early education provision provided by the municipalities (kommuner). 

1991  Local Government Act; decentralisation and more responsibility for the municipalities; 

1995 
New Childcare Act: kommuner are obliged to provide an ECEC place for all children 
from age one whose parents are working or studying, within four months of applica-
tion 

1996 
Responsibility for ECEC transferred from Ministry of Social Affairs to Ministry of Edu-
cation 

1998 
First preschool curriculum introduced (Läroplan för förskolan, Lpfö98); preschool clas-
ses set up in schools for 6-year olds (voluntary attendance) 

2000 ff. 
Universal entitlement to a place in ECEC – initially for children of non-working parents 
or those on parental leave on a part-time basis (15 hours/week) 

2002 Maximum cap (maxtaxa) on parental fees introduced 
2003 Free universal ECEC provision for 4- and 5-year olds (525 hours/year) 

2010 
Free universal ECEC provision extended to 3-year olds; first (significant) revision of the 
preschool curriculum 

2016 Second (moderate) revision of the preschool curriculum  

2017 
A further review of the curriculum commissioned, with expected report to the Gov-
ernment in 2018. 
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Sources: Karlsson Lohmander, M. 2004. 
 Moss, P. and J. Bennett 2010.  
 Naumann, I., C. McLean, A. Koslowski, K. Tisdall, and E. Lloyd 2013.  

 
 
Current challenges for the system of Early Childhood Education and Care in 
Sweden  
Country expert assessment by Maelis Karlsson Lohmander 

• The first and foremost challenge in Sweden relates to staffing shortages (see also the 
ECEC Workforce Report). The current lack of qualified staff has severe implications for 
the overall quality of preschool education and for the possibility of offering equal ed-
ucation of high quality across the country. This also impacts the staff working in the 
preschools, who are faced with less favourable working conditions and increased 
pressure. One consequence is a rise in the number of staff on sick leave. Therefore the 
recruitment and retention of qualified staff, not only licensed Preschool Teachers but 
also Childcare Workers, are major problems which policymakers at the municipal and 
national level are struggling to solve. 

• In the light of increased migration and growing numbers of foreign-born families living 
in Sweden, a national challenge is how to best provide preschool education for the 
children of asylum seekers and migrants. Linked to this challenge is the need for in-
creased and improved cooperation between the various actors and public services in 
the Swedish welfare system to facilitate migrant families’ inclusion in society. Pre-
schools are often the first place of encounter with this system. Although CPD provi-
sion is increasingly focusing on such challenges, Preschool Teachers and Childcare 
Workers also need supportive working conditions in order to maintain the special 
character of participatory pedagogy with a holistic perspective on care, wellbeing and 
learning as shared meaning-making processes.  

• Group size in preschool has been a recurring topic in public debates. Over the years, 
and as a consequence of various reforms such as children’s entitlement to a place in 
preschool, group size has increased. In 2016, in response to the debate, the National 
Agency for Education proposed recommendations for group size: 6-12 children for the 
ages 1-3 years and 9-15 children for the ages 4-5 years*. The municipalities are free to 
adjust group size according to local needs. Over the past year, average group size has 
in fact decreased by one child per group.  

 

Sources: * Regierungskansliet 2016.    

 
 

Demographic data 

 

Total population 
In 2016, the population in Sweden totalled 9,851,017. Since 1995 (8,816,381), there has been a 
slight but steady increase in the total population.  
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Children under age 7 
Since compulsory schooling in Sweden starts at age 7, data in this section include children up to 
age 7 from available sources, whereas otherwise the demographic data refer to children up to age 
6.  

In 2016, children under age 3 comprised 3.6% of the total population, and children under 7 years 
of age 8.4%. For almost 20 years, these proportions have been higher than the respective EU-
average. 
 
Table 5  
Sweden: Children under 7 years of age, 2016 

Age Number of children 

Under age 1 115,878 

1-year olds 117,932 

2-year olds 117,126 

Total under age 3 350,936 

3-year olds 117,959 

4-year olds 117,323 

5-year olds 121,939 

6-year olds 118,812 

Total 3 to under age 7 476,033 

Total 0- to under 7 year olds 826,969 

 
Table 6 
Sweden: Children under 7 years of age – share in total population, 1995 to 2016, in %* 

Age 1995 ∅ EU151 2005 ∅ EU25 2016 ∅ EU28 

Under 3 years 4.0 3.3 3.3 3.1 3.6 3.0 

3 to under 7 years 5.5 4.7 4.1 4.2 4.8 4.2 

0 to under 7 years 9.6 8.0 7.4 7.3 8.4 7.2 

* own calculations, deviations due to roundings 

 

Source: Eurostat 2017a. 

 
 

Single households with children under age 6 
In 2015, almost 90% of households in Sweden with children under age 6 were couple households. 
Single households accounted for 10% of all households. The majority of these were single mother 
households (7%), whereas single father households accounted for approximately 3% only.  
 
Table 7 
Sweden: Households with children under age 6, 2015 

Household type Total households Total households, in per cent* 

All households 872,000  

Couple households 767,000 88.0 

1 The 1995 data are for the EU15 countries at the time (AT, BE, DK, DE, IE, EL, ES, F, FI, IT, LU, NL, PT, SE, UK); the 2005 
data (EU25) also include CY, CZ, EE, HU, LV, LT, MT, PL, SI, SK. Data for 2014 include the additional EU28 countries BG, 
RO und HR. 
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Household type Total households Total households, in per cent* 

Other household type 18,000 2.1 

Single households, total 87,600 10.0 

Single households, women 60,700 7.0 

Single households, men 26,900 3.1 
* own calculations 
 

Source: Eurostat 2017e. 

 
 

Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 
In 2015, the total employment rate for men in Sweden aged 15 to 65 years was 77%, for women 
74%. In the same year, 78.9% of all women with children under age 6 were employed – the high-
est rate in the European Union (EU28). The employment rate for men with children under age 6 
(92.6%) is also one of the highest in the European Union.  
 
Table 7: 
Sweden: Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 compared with other EU states, 2005-2015 

 Year Mothers  
in per cent 

Fathers 
in per cent 

Sweden 

2005 N/A N/A 

2010 75.2 91.6 

2015 78.9 92.6 

European Union 

EU15 – 2005 56.2 90.0 

EU27 – 2010 58.2 86.6 

EU28 - 2015 61.0 87.3 

Highest rate of em-
ployment 

2005 Slovenia – 76.8 Cyprus – 95.3 

2010 Slovenia – 76.7 Netherlands – 93.5 

2015 Sweden – 78.9 Malta/Czech Republic – 93.0 

Lowest rate of em-
ployment 

2005 Malta – 29.3 Bulgaria – 72.4 

2010 Hungary – 32.7 Latvia – 74.8 

2015 Hungary – 38.8 Bulgaria – 77.3 

 

Sources: Eurostat 2017b. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 
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Children at risk of poverty or social exclusion2 
In 2015, 14.7% of all children under age 6 were at risk of poverty or social exclusion, placing Swe-
den well below the EU28 average in the same year and age-group (24.7%). The proportion of peo-
ple in the total population at risk of poverty was 16%. 
 

Sources: Eurostat 2017d. 
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