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Sources are outlined at the end of each section. Full details of all sources are to be found in the ref-
erences section at the end of the key contextual data profile. Individual statistical data used in ta-
bles are indicated by an asterisk*, both in the table and in the sources.  
 

Early childhood education and care (ECEC)  

 

ECEC system type and auspices 
In Lithuania, early childhood education and care for children up to statutory schooling (at age 7) is 
organised as a unitary system but in two separate stages1. Both ‘pre-school education institutions’ 
(ikimokyklinis ugdymas) for children from birth up to 6 years of age and ‘pre-primary education 
institutions’ (priešmokyklinis ugdymas) for 6- to 7-year olds come under the auspices of the Minis-
try of Education and Science (Švietimo ir Mokslo Ministerija). Both stages are classified as non-
formal education. The education system in Lithuania is decentralised, with the state and local lev-
els working closely together. The Ministry of Education and Science is responsible for the devel-
opment and implementation of educational policy, delegating certain aspects to the local level. 
The local municipal education authorities have the duty of providing and organising early child-
hood education and care. Admission procedures are decided and regulated by the municipalities 
or other providers of education services (in the case of private institutions). Individual educational 
institutions, i.e. ECEC settings and schools, are relatively autonomous in decision-making regard-
ing management, specific programme content and pedagogy.  

 

Source:  Eurydice 2016. 

 

General objectives and legislative framework 
Education has high political priority in Lithuania and is supported and funded by the state. The 
2011 Education Act (Lietuvos Respublikos švietimo įstatymas), amended in 2014, sets out the basic 
principles of the education system: humanist and democratic values, human rights and individual 
freedom. Specific goals relate to, e.g.: developing persons with a sense of responsibility; support-
ing communication and language skills as well as creative and cognitive competencies; having re-
gard both for national and ethnic cultural values; and enhancing the skills and competencies 
needed to become a responsible citizen in the Republic of Lithuania, in Europe and in the global 
community.  
General objectives of the ten-year National Education Strategy 2013-2022 (Valstybinė švietimo 
2013-2022 metų strategija) emphasise children’s right to education, high quality provision, and 
structural funding strategies.  
Specifically for early childhood education and care, the Ministry of Education and Science intro-
duced the Programme for the Development of Preschool and Pre-primary Education for 2011-
2013 (Dėl ikimokyklinio ir priešmokyklinio ugdymo plėtros 2011-2013 metų programos patvirtini-
mo). This policy initiative set out strategies for improving the flexibility of opening times of provi-

1 In official translations from Lithuanian into English, the term pre-school education institutions is used for the first stage 
(ECEC centres for children from birth to 6 years of age), and pre-primary education institutions for the second stage (pre-
primary education groups for 6- to 7-year olds). Since it can be argued that the difference in meaning between ‘pre-
school’ and ‘pre-primary’ is not immediately clear, for the purpose of this report we will refer wherever possible to the 
specific institutions under discussion. However, official documents and statistical sources increasingly use the above-
mentioned generic terminology. In some cases, e.g. in the Official Statistical Portal data, the whole phase of education is 
referred to as pre-primary education. 
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sion to better meet the needs of families, for creating more effective structures in the organisa-
tion of ECEC, and for broadening access and participation.  
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Eurydice 2016.   

 
 
ECEC entitlement and compulsory enrolment age 
There is no universal entitlement to a place in ECEC provision in Lithuania. However, draft legisla-
tion proposing compulsory attendance in pre-primary education during the year preceding school 
entry was adopted by the Lithuanian Parliament in December 2015 and came into force in Sep-
tember 2016, thus creating a de facto entitlement for the 6- to 7-year olds for 20 hours per week.  
While there is no general obligation to enrol in ECEC provision, attendance has been compulsory 
for children who come from families categorised as ‘socially vulnerable’ since 2012. 
Statutory schooling begins at age 7. 
 

Sources:  European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2016. 
 Eurydice 2016. 
 Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania 2016.  

 

 
Types of provision 
As previously mentioned, early childhood education and care provision in Lithuania is organised in 
two stages: one is termed ‘pre-school education’ and is provided for children from birth up to the 
age of 6; the other is termed ‘pre-primary education’ or ‘reception classes’ for children between 6 
and 7 years of age with the explicit aim of preparing them for school.  
Pre-school education can be provided in age-integrated early childhood centres (lopšelis-darželis), 
kindergartens (darželis) and school-kindergartens (mokykla-darželis). In addition, pre-school 
groups for children from 0 to 6 years of age may be provided in schools (in rare cases in remote 
areas) or in rural multifunctional centres.  
Pre-primary education is provided in pre-primary groups (priešmokyklinis ugdymas) during the 
year before entering primary school. These groups can be located in early childhood centres, kin-
dergartens and school-kindergartens, as well as in schools (mokykla) and, if there is a need, in ru-
ral multifunctional centres, or they can be provided by private teachers or other education service 
providers.  
The following provides a closer description of specific types of provision.  
Early childhood centres (lopšelis-darželis) represent an age-integrated, unitary form of provision 
for children from birth up to the age of 6 or 7 years. This is the most widespread form of provision. 
Most early childhood centres are open all day, either for nine to ten hours (2015: 213), or for 12 
hours (2015: 278). Half-day provision is very rare (only six centres altogether). A number of cen-
tres provide round-the-clock care or have opening times that are negotiated with parents accord-
ing to their specific needs for combining family and work duties.* 
Kindergartens (darželis), traditionally for 3- to 6-year olds, are less common. They are usually 
open for a full day and comprise around ten groups, although the exact number may differ from 
setting to setting. More recently they have also been admitting children under age 3, although on-
ly a small proportion of the age group overall.  
School-kindergartens (mokykla-darželis) are joint early childhood, pre-primary and primary educa-
tion institutions for 3- to 10-year olds and are found predominantly in rural areas. They combine 
services of kindergartens (for 3- to 6-year olds) and primary schools (1st to 4th grades).  
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In 2015, there were 721 of these pre-school education institutions (ikimokyklinis ugdymas) in 
Lithuania, 606 of them public (run by municipalities or the state) and 115 privately run. Together 
they offered a total of 121,613 places and provided for 115,574 children in 6,527 groups. In 2015, 
919 of these groups admitted children under age 3 (altogether 20,764 places) and 541 groups 
were located in schools and attended by 16,108 children*.  
Pre-primary education groups/classes in schools (priešmokyklinio ugdymo grupė mokykloje) are a 
compulsory form of provision introduced in September 2016. Children attend for the year before 
they start school and are mostly 6-year olds, but 5-year olds or 7-year olds may also be admitted 
under certain circumstances.  
In 2016, 54,832 children were enrolled in pre-primary education groups/classes, most of them 
(82.3%) located in pre-school education institutions (see Table 1). 732 pre-primary education 
groups are located in schools and attended by 9,695 children. Pre-primary education is provided 
for at least 640 hours, including holidays. Most groups open between 7:30 and 8:00 for at least 
four hours daily. Transport is provided for children who live more than 3 kilometres away*. 
 
Table 1  
Lithuania: Number of children enrolled in pre-primary groups, 2016**  

 Number of children in pre-primary groups 
in pre-school education institutions 

Number of children in pre-
primary groups in schools Total 

5-year olds 25,809 418 26,227 

6-year olds 19,210 9,181 28,391 

7-year olds 118 96 214 

Total 45,137 9,695 54,832 

 
Multi-functional provision exists in some rural areas, providing additional activities beyond ECEC 
as a way to secure existence. A few EC centres work according to Waldorf and Montessori princi-
ples or implement the Suzuki method. Since 1997, Childhood Pedagogy Centres (CPC) have been 
established to promote innovative pedagogy and experiment with new educational models, and 
also to hold seminars and conferences.  
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 European Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014. 
 Eurydice 2016. 
 Ministry of Education 2016. 
 *OSP 2016.  
 **OSP 2017b. 
 Siarova, H. und D. Buinauskas 2017. 

 
 

Provider structures 
Private ECEC provision is rare in Lithuania. However, the number of privately run institutions has 
been increasing recently, and in 2015, they comprised 115 of the total 721 (cf. Table 2). The great-
er majority of children (94.2%) attend publicly provided provision**.  
Apart from in some of the larger municipalities, there are generally more places available than 
children to fill them, although the differences between rural and urban areas are considerable. Be-
tween 2001 and 2010 the number of providers decreased significantly, but since 2011 is on the in-
crease again. However, the number of providers in rural areas has almost halved since 2001.*  
 
 
 
 

© Lithuania – Key Contextual Data 2017 4 



 

Table 2 
Lithuania: Number of pre-school education institutions, children and available places according to provider type, 
2015** 

 Number of institutions Number of children Relative share in %+ Number of places 

State maintained 3 789 0.7 796 
Municipal 603 108,856 94.2 114,260 
Private 115 5,929 5.1 6,557 
Total 721 115,574  121,613 

+ own calculations 

 

Sources: *Eurydice 2016. 
  **OSP 2016. 

 
 

Participation rates in regulated provision 
According to national statistics, 35.1% of children under age 3 were attending some form of provi-
sion in 2015, 87% of 3- to 6-year olds and 69.9% of 1- to 6-year olds*.  
In 2016, the greater majority of 5-year olds (87.2%) and of 6-year olds (64.2%) were enrolled in 
pre-primary education groups in ECEC centres.  
 
Table 3  
Lithuania: Participation rates and relative share of 5- to 7-year olds in pre-primary education institutions, 2016** 

2014 Pre-primary groups in ECEC centres Pre-primary groups in schools 

5-year olds 87.2%+ 1.4% 

6-year olds 64.2% 30.7% 

7-year olds 0.4% 0.3% 

Total number 45,137 9,695 
+ own calculations 

 
Table 4 
Lithuania: Number of children in ECEC settings and enrolment ratios according to age, 2015*** 

Age-groups Number Share in % 

Under 2 years 3,260 5.4 

2-year olds 16,778 55.2 

 under 3-year olds 20,038 22.1+ 

3-year olds 23,028 77.0 

4-year olds 25,545 85.7 

5-year olds 26,856 88.8 

6-year olds 26,688 93.4 

3- to under 7-year olds 102,117 86.1+ 

0- to under 7-year olds 122,155 58.4+ 
+ own calculations based on Eurostat data of 2015 

 

Sources: ***Eurostat 2017h, 2017i. 
 **OSP 2017a, 2017b, 2017c 
 *OSP 2016. 
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Financing and costs for parents 
In 2015, 0.7% of Lithuania’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was dedicated to ECEC provision*. Pre-
primary groups come under the general education budget (2% of GDP) for primary and secondary 
schools. In 2012, 11.7%** of all expenditure on education was allocated to ECEC.  
Since 2011, a pro capita allocation is made for each child in formal education, which also applies to 
the non-formal education sector of ECEC (‘pre-schooler’s basket‘). Since municipalities are the 
providers of public ECEC institutions, the municipal administrations are also responsible for organ-
ising the general financing of ECEC. Since the national ‘pre-schooler’s basket’ only covers the costs 
for four hours per day per child, the local authorities have to manage the additional funding need-
ed. Both public and private provision is subsidised by the government. This is primarily to guaran-
tee at least four hours of daily attendance and to increase the number of places, also made possi-
ble by adopting more flexible practices regarding the regulations for buildings and hygiene (previ-
ously very stringent). Despite these new funding strategies, financial constraints affecting the na-
tional budget have in some cases resulted in more restrictive practices of funding ECEC.  
Public ECEC provision is free of charge, but the local council regulates parental fees to cover the 
cost of meals (58€ monthly for children under age 3 and 64€ monthly for children above the age 
of 3: currency conversion rate 18.04.16). Single parents, parents who are studying and parents 
with more than three children pay half these amounts.  
Although private centres are subsidised by the government, providers are allowed to charge a fee 
at their discretion to cover the remaining costs. This may be as high as 523€ per month2*.  
 

Sources: **EFA 2015. 
 European Commission , EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014. 
 *Eurydice 2016. 
 OSP 2016. 

Siarova, H. und D. Buinauskas 2017. 

 
 
Staff-child ratios  
Early childhood centres, kindergartens, school-kindergartens 
Groups of children under the age of 1 are staffed by at least two practitioners. In age-integrated 
groups of 1- to 7-year olds, one of the two members of staff has to be either a fully qualified pre-
school or primary school teacher, supported in most cases by assistant staff. The children general-
ly stay with the same core practitioners throughout their time in the EC centre. The maximum 
number of children per group is regulated by hygiene criteria issued by the Ministry of Health.  
In the age-integrated early childhood centres, the maximum group size varies according to group 
composition and the children’s age: 
Under 1 year:  max. 6 children  
1 to 1½ years:  max. 10 children 
1½ to 3 years:  max. 15 children 
0 to 3 years:  max. 8 children 
3 to 7 years:  max. 20 children 
If a child with special educational needs is included, he or she is counted as two children. Special 
groups only for children with disabilities are smaller.  
 
 

2 The amounts in Euro refer to the artificial common reference currency unit PPS (Purchase Power Standard) used in the 
European Union to express the volume of economic aggregates for the purpose of cross national comparisons. (Europe-
an Commission, EACEA, Eurydice and Eurostat 2014, p 156) 
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Pre-primary groups  
Pre-primary groups comprise a maximum of 20 children. This number is reduced to 15 if the chil-
dren speak a language other than Lithuanian. In special education pre-primary groups, between 3 
and 10 children may be together, depending on their specific type of disability.  
 
According to national statistics, the average number of children per educator in preschool and 
pre-primary education institutions was 1:12 in 2015*. 
 

Sources:  Eurydice 2016.  
 *OSP 2016. 

 
 

Curricular frameworks 
All ECEC and pre-primary institutions in Lithuania are required to work according to curricular 
guidelines issued by the Ministry of Education and Science.  
 
Early childhood centres, kindergartens, school-kindergartens 
In 2011, the Ministry of Education and Science issued a curricular document entitled ‘Outline of 
criteria for preschool curricula’ (Ikimokyklinio ugdymo programų kriterijų aprašo). This was fol-
lowed in 2014 by ‘Methodological recommendations’ (Rekomendacijos Ikimokyklinio ugdymo pro-
gramai rengti) and in 2015 by the ‘Description of the achievements of preschool-aged children’ 
(Ikimokyklinio amžiaus vaikų pasiekimų aprašas). These are not viewed as National Standards, but 
as Curricular Guidance. Competences/goals are described in 18 learning areas (e.g. physical activi-
ties, expression of emotions, oral and written language, aesthetic perception, creativity) which 
children are expected to reach or have achieved by a certain age. 
The providers of early childhood services usually adapt the national guidelines into a centre-
specific educational programme aligned to local needs. All programmes must include human rights 
objectives, ensure that goals, resources and methods are age-appropriate, and include evaluation 
strategies.  
 
Pre-primary groups 
In 2015, a revised curriculum for work in the one-year pre-primary groups was issued by the Min-
istry of Education and Science, the ‘Pre-Primary Education General Curriculum‘ (Dėl Priešmokyklin-
io ugdymo bendrosios programos patvirtinimo), accompanied by a ‘Draft on the Organisation of 
Pre-Primary Education’. 
The curriculum foregrounds concepts such as individualisation, integration and relationships. Con-
tent and activities highlight health care, knowledge, communication and arts education. Activities 
are based on a holistic approach to pedagogy and not on separated curricular units. The envisaged 
framework is for at least 700 minutes weekly in half-day settings and at least 1,260 minutes week-
ly in full-day settings (roughly four hours daily). If a child attends for less than two-thirds of the 
stipulated 640 hours, it is considered that he/she has not achieved the curricular requirements.  
Educators select their own teaching materials, and it is expected that the curriculum will be con-
tinually revised and material resources adjusted accordingly.  
 

Sources: European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2016. 
 Eurydice 2016. 
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Inclusion agenda  
Children with special educational needs and disabilities 
The Education Act (amended in 2014) assigns responsibility for providing a safe and supportive 
environment for children with special educational needs to the Child Welfare Committee. The 
Committee has the task of organising and co-ordinating the educational programmes to suit the 
needs of the individual children. It is also responsible for the initial identification of children with 
special educational needs through specialist staff.  
Children with disabilities may either attend a regular group or a special group in a mainstream 
ECEC setting, or a segregated special education centre. Pre-primary groups including children with 
disabilities vary in size between 4 and 12 children, depending on the severity of the child’s disabil-
ity. Educational programmes and materials are adapted accordingly. 
In 2015, 79 ECEC centres were open either exclusively for children with special educational needs, 
or maintained a special group specifically for these children. Altogether 1,737 children with special 
educational needs attended a centre-based setting. These were mostly children with language 
disorders (832) or with complex multiple disorders (561)*. 
A government initiative entitled ‘Children’s Wellbeing 2013-2018’ (programa vaikų gerovės) is fo-
cusing on children from socially disadvantaged backgrounds. Currently, 5,000 socially vulnerable 
children are attending 175 ECEC centres with this focus, mostly run by non-governmental organi-
sations. 
 
Children with a background of migration 
In 2016, only 0.6% of the total population and 0.4% of the child population under 5 had a non-
Lithuanian background. Two thirds of the total population with a non-Lithuanian background came 
from countries outside the EU28, whereas for the age group of children under 5, the respective 
share was 83.9%**.  
The Ministry of Education and Science developed guidelines in 2012 for the support of children 
whose home language is not Lithuanian. In 2015, Lithuanian was the main language in 637 ECEC 
settings, Russian in 16 and Polish in 8 settings. More than one language was spoken in 60 settings, 
e.g. Lithuanian and Russian (20), Lithuanian and Polish (20), Lithuanian, Russian and Polish (14), 
Russian and Polish (4), Lithuanian and other language (2). 
Altogether, the language of instruction was Lithuanian for 106.829 children, Russian for 5,162 
children, Polish for 3,358 children and another language for an additional 225 children.* 
 

Sources: Eurydice 2016. 
 EPIC 2016. 
 **Eurostat 2017f. 
 *OSP 2016.  

 
 

Monitoring – Evaluation – Research 
The municipal Education Offices are responsible for the monitoring and inspection of ECEC provi-
sion. They select the methods of self-evaluation and quality assurance, analyse the evaluations 
and make recommendations for improvement. The providers of ECEC services carry out self-
assessment according to indicators provided in the ‘Methods for the internal auditing of preschool 
education institutions’ (Dėl ikimokyklinio ugdymo mokyklos vidaus audito metodikos, 2005).  
 
Early childhood centres, kindergartens, school-kindergartens 
There are no regulations regarding the formal assessment of individual children in pre-school edu-
cation institutions. However, the group leaders carry out regular observations and discuss these 
with the child’s parents. In the ‘Description of the achievements of preschool-aged children’ (see 
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section on Curricular Frameworks), six levels of achievement are set out, three for children under 
age 3 and three for children aged 4–6 years. If a 6-year old has not reached the sixth level, he/she 
remains in the same group for another year.  
 
Pre-primary groups/classes 
Assessment methods and how to act on evaluations are set down in the ‘Pre-primary Education 
General Curriculum‘. The children are assessed at the beginning and end of the year by the core 
practitioner according to self-selected instruments. A written report is passed on to the primary 
school teacher. Since 2015, the children’s achievements are discussed at least twice a year with 
their parents. 
 
Several internationally based projects in Lithuania focus on innovations in ECEC. One example is 
the Danish Egmont Petersen Project which looks at quality issues, another is the Head Start Pro-
ject which foregrounds the importance of the family’s contribution to the child’s education. The 
‘Zippy’s Friends Project’ focuses on the everyday problems of a specific child.  
 

Source: Eurydice 2016. 

 
 
Parental leave arrangements 
Maternity leave (nėštumo ir gimdymo, motinystės atostogos) is granted for 126 days, 70 of which 
must be taken before the expected birth date. During this period the full net income is maintained 
up to a certain limit, assuming that social insurance contributions have been paid for at least 12 
months during the previous two years.  
Under the same conditions, fathers are granted 28 calendar days paternity leave (tėvystės atosto-
gos) after the child’s birth.  
Parental leave (vaiko priežiūros atostogos) is a family entitlement and can be taken up to the 
child’s third birthday. Parents can choose between receiving full net income up to the child’s first 
birthday or 70% of net income during the first year and 40% of net income up to the child’s second 
birthday. The maximum limit is the same as for maternity leave. The remaining period up to the 
child’s third birthday can be taken as unpaid leave.  
According to data collated by SODRA (Social Insurance Fund Board), all working mothers take up 
the maternity leave entitlement, and in 2016, 78% of mothers and 22% of fathers made use of the 
parental leave entitlement.  
 

Source: Braziene, R. 2017. 

 
 
Historical highlights and shifts  

1847 First educational establishment for young children opened in Klaipèda 
1936  Kindergartens included in national legislation 
Until 1990 Steady expansion of ECEC provision 

1990-1997 
Two alternative programmes for pre-school education (1) The Guidelines of Pre-School 
Education: a Curriculum for Teachers and Parents, and 2) The Kindergarten Programme 
Vėrinėlis) 

1998-2002 Parliament approves pre-primary education for 5- and 6-year olds 
2003-2012 Access to early childhood education expanded, in particular for children from socially dis-
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advantaged families 

2011 
Introduction of the pre-school education basket - currently funding half a day (four hours) 
of pre-school 

2014 The Education Act is amended to accommodate a needs-related approach in ECEC 

2015 

Parliament approves compulsory enrolment in a pre-primary group, which came  into 
force in September 2016 
Adoption of the ‘Description of the achievements of preschool-aged children’ (Ikimokyk-
linio amžiaus vaikų pasiekimų aprašas) (curricula guidelines) and the ‘Pre-Primary Educa-
tion General Curriculum‘ (Dėl Priešmokyklinio ugdymo bendrosios programos patvirtinimo) 

 

Sources: Eurydice 2016. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010.  
 Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania 2016.  

 
 

Current challenges for the system of Early Childhood Education and Care in 
Lithuania 
Country expert assessment by Hanna Siarova  

Quality of ECEC 
Following the transfer of responsibility for the curriculum from the central to the local (pre-school 
education institution) level, combined with a lack of clear guidelines on how overall principles and 
recommendations for the content of pre-school education could be operationalised, the pre-
school establishments and pedagogues face challenges on ensuring quality in pre-school educa-
tion and responding to each child’s specific needs. Many practitioners were used to working under 
structured and rigid curricula, and have not received adequate professional preparation on how to 
design curricula according to local needs or how to implement national guidelines effectively. For 
many, it is difficult to recognise different levels of pre-school children’s achievements, to create an 
evaluation framework, to individualise the educational approach and to connect it with the real 
needs of children*. 
Beyond this, the current work organisation of Early Childhood Pedagogues leaves very limited time 
for non-contact work, which could be dedicated to quality improvement (e.g. methodological 
work, self-reflection, cooperation with colleagues and other pre-school institutions).  
The evaluation and monitoring system of pre-school education also needs to be improved. There 
is no evidence as to whether the results of self-assessments are actually used by ECEC institutions 
for the improvement of their performance. Moreover, in some cases recommendations provided 
in self-assessment reports are not implemented in practice due to a lack of external supervision on 
how internal audit results are applied. 

Funding of ECEC 
The growing number of children participating in pre-school/pre-primary education is not propor-
tionate to the much slower increase of financing levels for ECEC, despite the introduction of the 
so-called pre-schooler’s basket. Recent debates regarding this issue urge the Ministry of Education 
to change the current pre-school basket of four hours daily to eight hours daily, using EU Structur-
al Funds, government funding and education sector savings.  

Accessibility and inclusiveness of ECEC 
There is a huge disparity between children’s participation rates in ECEC in cities and rural areas. 
Whereas there is a shortage of places in pre-school and pre-primary education groups in cities, the 
number of children attending such groups in smaller towns and rural areas is minimal. Even 
though the overall number of private pre-school establishments has increased, they are not af-
fordable for many population groups**.  
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There is also need for greater flexibility of the programmes on offer. Moreover, too little attention 
is paid to diversity within ECEC and pre-school institutions are not adequately prepared to deal 
with multilingual children, or those from families at risk or those having special education needs. 
There are no guidelines and support to ECEC educators on how to organise good quality learning 
for these children and to ensure their holistic development and the realisation of their fullest po-
tential.  
 

Sources: **Civitta 2013. 
 *Monkevičienė et al. 2009  

 
 
 

Demographic data 

 

Total population 
The population in Lithuania in 2016 totalled 2,888,558. This represents a continual decrease over 
the past decade (3,642,991 in 1995 and 3,355,220 in 2005).  
 
Children under age 7 
Since compulsory schooling in Lithuania begins at age 7, this section includes data for children up 
to age 7 (rather than age 6) if these are available.  

Children under age 3 accounted for 3.2% and children under age 7 for 7.3% of the total population 
of Lithuania in 2016. These shares correspond approximately to the EU28-average – shares of un-
der 3 year olds being slightly above, those of 3- to 7-year olds slightly below.  

Table 5 
Lithuania: Number of children under 7 years of age, 2016** 

Age Number of children 

Under 1 year 31 ,462 

1-year olds 30 ,438 

2-year olds 29 ,823 

 Total under 3-year olds 91 ,723 

3-year olds 30 ,104 

4-year olds 29 ,663 

5-year olds 29 ,590 

6-year olds  29 ,914 

 Total 3- to under 7-year olds 119 ,271 

Total 0- to under 7-year olds 210 ,994 
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Table 6  
Lithuania: Children under 7 years of age – relative share in total population compared with EU average, 1995 to 2016, 
in %*  

 1995 ∅ EU153 2005 ∅ EU25 2016 ∅ EU28 

Under 3 years 3.9 3.3 2.6 3.1 3.2 3.0 

3 to under 6 years 6.0 4.7 4.0 4.2 4.1 4.2 

0 to under 7 years 9.8 8.0 6.6 7.3 7.3 7.2 

* own calculations, deviations due to roundings 

 

Source: Eurostat 2017a. 

 
 

Single households with children under age 6 
In 2015, two thirds (65.6%) of households with children under age 6 in Lithuania were couple 
households. Single parent households accounted for 8.9% of all households, most of them being 
single mother households (7.4%). 
 
Table 7 
Lithuania: Households with children under age 6, 2015* 

Household type Total households Total households 
in per cent+ 

All households 297,400  

Couple households 195,000 65.6 

Other household type 76,100 25.6 

Single households, total 26,400 8.9 

Single households, women 22,000 7.4 

Single households, men 2,400** 0.8 
* own calculations, ** data computed 

 

Source: Eurostat 2017c. 

 
 

Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 
In 2015, the labour market participation of men (aged 15–64) in Lithuania totalled 68%, and the 
employment rate of women of the same age was 66.5%.  
In the same year, 73% of women and 86.5% of men with children under age 6 were participating 
in the labour market. Compared with other European countries, the relative share of fathers was 
slightly below the EU average in 2015, whereas the participation rate of mothers in the labour 
market was significantly higher (see Table 8). 
 
 
 

3 The 1995 data are for the EU15 countries at the time (AT, BE, DK, DE, IE, EL, ES, F, FI, IT, LU, NL, PT, SE, UK); the 2005 
data (EU25) also include CY, CZ, EE, HU, LV, LT, MT, PL, SI, SK. Data for 2014 include the additional EU28 countries BG, 
RO und HR. 
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Table 8 
Lithuania: Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 compared with other EU states, 2005-2015 

 Year Mothers  
in per cent 

Fathers 
in per cent 

Lithuania 

2005 68.5 83.9 

2010 67.5 75.2 

2015 73.0 86.5 

European Union 

EU15 – 2005 56.2 90.0 

EU27 – 2010 58.2 86.6 

EU28 - 2015 61.0 87.3 

Highest rate of  
employment 

2005 Slovenia – 76.8 Cyprus – 95.3 

2010 Slovenia – 76.7 Netherlands – 93.5 

2015 Sweden – 78.9 Malta/Czech Republic – 93.0 

Lowest rate of  
employment 

2005 Malta – 29.3 Bulgaria – 72.4 

2010 Hungary – 32.7 Latvia – 74.8 

2015 Hungary – 38.8 Bulgaria – 77.3 

 

Sources: Eurostat 2017b. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 

 
 
Children at risk of poverty or social exclusion4 
In 2015, 25.8% of children under age 6 in Lithuania at risk of poverty or social exclusion. This is 
somewhat higher than the EU average (24.7%) for this age group. 29.3% of the total population 
are categorised as being at risk of poverty or social exclusion. 
 

Source: Eurostat 2017d. 
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