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Sources are outlined at the end of each section. Full details of all sources are to be found in the ref-
erences section at the end of the key contextual data profile. Individual statistical data used in ta-
bles are indicated by an asterisk*, both in the table and in the sources.  
 

Early childhood education and care (ECEC)  

 

ECEC system type and auspices 
Early childhood education and care in France for children up to school entry at the age of 6 years is 
a so-called ‘split’ system, regulated by different jurisdictions. The centralised French education 
system, of which pre-primary education (écoles maternelles) for 2/3- to under 6-year olds is a part, 
comes under the auspices of the Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Research (Ministère 
de l’éducation nationale, de l‘enseignement superieur et de la recherche). Educational institutions, 
both pre-primary1 and primary, are state-maintained, i.e. publicly funded and organised. State re-
sponsibilities include provision for the continuing professional development of ECEC staff, curricu-
lum content and inspections regarding quality and administration.  
ECEC provision for children under 3 years of age is not part of the education system and comes 
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health (Ministère des affaires sociales et 
de la santé). Decentralisation moves in the early 1980s led to the communes (municipalities) tak-
ing over local responsibility for the provision for under-threes, in cooperation with the State 
through the CAFs (Caisses des allocations familiales). This was followed by a diversification of the 
traditional centre-based day nurseries (see section on Main types of provision).  
 

Sources:  Eurydice 2014. 
 MNEESR 2016. 
 Rayna, S. 2017 

 

General objectives and legislative framework  
The overall system of early childhood education and care has been strongly influenced by two di-
vergent philosophies: that of child protection and paramedical care in the provision for under-
threes, and school dominance in the pre-primary education for 3- to 6-year olds. These traditions 
still permeate the system, although more educational and family-related approaches have been 
finding their way into the various forms of provision for under-threes.  
The main aim of pre-primary education in the écoles maternelles is to support children in realising 
their full potential and to prepare them for school. A strong emphasis is placed on language acqui-
sition and development and early writing and mathematical experiences and on learning how to 
live with others.  
Each child’s entitlement to early childhood education and the duties of pre-primary institutions 
are to be found in the Education Act (Loi d'orientation sur l'éducation, 1989, with amendments) 
and in the Law on the Restructuring of the School System (Loi d’orientation et de programmation 
pour la refondation de l’École de la République, 2013).  
Nurseries or infant-toddler centres (crèches collectives) are legally bound by the 2010 Decree on 
Facilities and Care Services for Children under 6 years of age, which focuses primarily on health 
and safety standards.  
 

1 To establish a degree of comparability between the key data reports, the term ‘pre-primary education’ is used when 
referring to the écoles maternelles. In France, however, the école maternelle is part of the primary school for 2- to 11-
year olds (école maternelle + école élémentaire = école primaire). 
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Sources: Eurydice 2014.  
 MNEESR 2016. 

 
 
ECEC entitlement and compulsory enrolment age 
Entitlement to a place in early childhood education provision begins at age 3. Since 2013/2014 it 
has been extended to include 2-year olds living in socially disadvantaged milieus.  
Attending an ECEC setting is not compulsory in France. However, for around two decades now, 
nearly all children over the age of 3 have been attending an école maternelle. 
Statutory schooling begins at age 6. 
 

Sources:  European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2015. 
 Eurydice 2012. 

 

 

Main types of provision 
Nurseries/crèches in both public and private ownership accept children from the age of 2-3 
months old up to the age of 3. In order to open a facility for under-threes, approval is needed 
from the district authorities (département) based on meeting the required standards regarding 
health and safety.  
Alongside the traditional day nurseries (crèches collectives), other facilities and settings include 
neighbourhood crèches in the immediate vicinity of the child’s home, taking up to 60 children; 
mini-crèches based in private homes; and company nurseries organised by employers. Also includ-
ed are the non-profit nurseries founded by parents‘ initiatives (crèches parentales) where parents 
take it in turn to care for up to 20 children under the age of 3. These various forms of provision for 
under-threes are generally open from the beginning of September till the beginning of July. Daily 
opening hours are decided by the provider and services are usually available from 8:00 till 19:00.  
Multi-functional centres (structures/établissements multi-accueil) have arisen in recent years to 
provide alternative and more flexible care arrangements compared with the fixed organisational 
framework of traditional nursery settings (structures/établissements mono-accueil). These multi-
functional facilities respond to occasional, part-time, and regular care needs within the same set-
ting. They may be any one of the forms of provision mentioned above and aim to accommodate 
the diverse needs of families, and to meet more specifically the needs of single parents, of parents 
looking for a job, and of parents working atypical hours.  
Sessional care facilities (haltes garderies) for children up to age 6 are organised by local authori-
ties or non-profit service providers. They are mostly used on an hourly basis by parents who are 
not working in the labour market. They are often linked with the multi-accueil settings. 
Kindergartens (jardins enfants) are a kind of complementary facility to the écoles maternelles. 
They take up to 80 children aged 2 to 6 years. These are mostly private, for-profit centres which 
offer long opening hours similar to those of the nurseries/infant-toddler centres. They are staffed 
by qualified éducatrices/éducateurs, who introduce the children to educational activities.  
In some sparsely populated areas there are mobile services (services itinerants) which provide 
materials for smaller settings.  
Open-door services (Lieux d’accueil enfants parents – LAEP) for parents, children, family day 
carers are regional networks fo r  persons involved in home-based care facilities, whether par-
ents, registered and independent family day carers, or other persons (assistants familiaux, nan-
nies) employed by parents in the home. 
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Family day care networks (crèches familiales) comprise several family day carers trained by an or-
ganisation founded by the Ministry of Health in 1945, Mother and Child Protection (PMI - Protec-
tion maternelle et infantile). These can take up to a maximum of 150 children.  
Family day care on an individual basis is provided by approved family day carers (assistant(e)s ma-
ternel(le)s agréé(e)s) who are registered with the district authorities. In 2013, 32.9% of all services 
on offer for children under age 3 were provided by 326,000 family day carers. 
 
Pre-primary education settings (écoles maternelles) are attended by nearly all children between 3 
and 6 years of age, despite the fact that there is no statutory obligation to attend. Classes are 
normally same-age groups divided into la petite section (2- and 3-year olds), la moyenne section 
(4-year olds) and la grande section (5-year olds).  
The school curriculum is organised around three overlapping cycles that bridge children’s learning 
from preschool to primary school. The first ‘cycle of early learning’ (cycle des apprentissages prem-
iers) covers the first two years of école maternelle and the second ‘cycle of foundation learning’ 
(cycle des apprentissages fondamentaux) bridges the last year (grande section) and the first two 
years of primary school.  
In 2015, the number of pre-primary settings in France totalled 14,922**. 
The school year starts at the beginning of September and ends at the beginning of July. The écoles 
maternelles are open for 24 hours a week: either 6 hours a day on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays or for nine half-days (including Wednesday mornings).  
Bridge classes in pre-primary settings (classes passerelles in écoles maternelles) for 2-year olds.  
Children’s groups in primary schools are available for 5-year olds in rural areas. If there are 
enough places, 4-year olds may also attend. Sometimes these children’s groups cooperate to ena-
ble the founding of an école maternelle and the children are transported there.  
 

Sources: DREES 2012. 
 EPIC 2016. 
 Eurydice 2012, 2013.  
 **RERS 2016b, 29. 
 MNEESR 2016. 
 Oberhuemer, P. , I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 

 

 
Provider structures 
The greater majority of ECEC provision in France for children aged 0-6 years is state maintained or 
subsidised. In terms of provision for the over-threes, a total of 14,784 écoles maternelles were 
publicly run in 2015, whereas only 138 were private.  
 

Source:  RERS 2016b, 29. 

 
 
Participation rates in regulated provision 
The share of children under age 3 attending a centre-based setting increased considerably be-
tween 2005 and 2015 – from 32% to approximately 42%. The high participation rate of children 
aged 3 up to school entry fell insignificantly from 95% in 2005 to 93.6% in 2015. 
National statistics report that children under 3 years of age who live with a single mother are 
more likely to spend more than 35 hours per week in a centre-based setting than children of cou-
ple households (57% vs. 52%, CNAF 2016b, 11). 
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Table 1 
France: Participation rates in ECEC centre-based settings by age and duration of attendance, 2005-2015* 

Year Weekly attendance 0 to under 3 years, in %** 3 years to school entry, in % 

2005 
1 to 29 hours 16 56 
Over 30 hours 16 39 
No attendance 68 5 

2010 
1 to 29 hours 17 47 
Over 30 hours 26 47 
No attendance 58 6 

2015 
1 to 29 hours 16.0 36.9 
Over 30 hours 25.7 56.7 
No attendance 58.2 6.4 

 
In 2015, well over 2 million (2,235,899) children aged 3 to under 6 years attended a publicly-run 
pre-primary education setting, whereas only 317,239 children attended a private école maternelle 
(total: 2,553,138). According to national statistics, only 11.7% of 2-year olds attended a centre-
based setting, whereas nearly all 3- to under 6-year olds did (see Table 2). 
 
Table 2 
France: Number of children attending écoles maternelles according to age and provider type, 2015***  

Age groups Public Private Total Eurostat 2015 Attendance  
rate, in %+ 

2-year olds 73,239 20,345 93,584 798,645 11.7 

3-year olds 703,071 96,730 799,801 809,654 98.8 

4-year olds 723,924 99,281 823,205 832,456 98.9 

5-year olds 735,665 100,883 836,548 830,299 100.0 

Total 2,235,899 317,239 2,553,138 3,271,054 78.1 
+ own calculations; the fact that the total number of children attending écoles maternelles sometimes exceeds the total 
number of the population perhaps depends on different dates of data collection.  
 
In 2014, there were on average 56.1 places in regulated provision for 100 children under age 3. 
Home-based family day care accounted for a significant part (59%). However, there were consid-
erable regional differences: e.g. 89 places for 100 children in Haute-Loire or 30 places in Seine 
Saint-Denis.  
 
Table 3 
France: Places for children under 3 years of age in regulated ECEC provision, 2014***  

Setting Number of places Places per 100 children 

Home-based family day care 803,200 33.1 

Home-based in child’s family home  41,400 1.7 

Day nursery (crèche collectif/familial/parental, micro-crèche) 419,200 17.3 

Pre-Primary Education (école maternelle) 96,100 4.0 

Total  1.359,900 56.1 

 

Sources: ***CNAF 2016a, 26. 
 CNAF 2016b, 11. 
 *Eurostat 2017a, 2017f. 
 MNEESR 2016. 
 OECD 2015, 24. 
 **RERS 2016a, 71 
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Financing and costs for parents 
Day nurseries generally receive subsidies from the Family Allowance Fund (Caisse d’Allocations 
Familiales) which partly cover running costs. Additionally, parents pay income-related monthly 
fees which vary between 100€ and 380€. 
The running costs of the écoles maternelles are generally covered by the municipalities, which are 
primarily responsible for buildings and equipment. Attendance is free of charge, parents just pay 
for any meals the children might have. 
Parents who choose family day care as their preferred form of provision receive a monthly child 
care allowance which varies according to the status of the family day carer, the child’s age and the 
parents‘ disposable income.  
 

Sources:  EPIC 2016. 
 European Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat. 2014  
 Eurydice 2014. 

 
 
Staff-child ratios  
The number of children in a day nursery group is influenced by the specific circumstances in the 
setting and the children’s physical development. 
Day nurseries and other centre-based settings for under 3-year olds: 

5 children per staff member for children who cannot walk independently 
8 children per staff member for children who can walk 

Family day care:  
1 family day carer for 6 children 

Pre-primary settings for 3-, 4- and 5-year olds:  
12.5 children per staff member 

According to national statistics, there were on average 25.7 children in a group/class in the public-
ly run pre-primary centres and 27 children per group in the private pre-primary centres in 2014. If 
children with a disability were attending, the group size was accordingly lower.  
In settings for under-threes with less than 24 children, no qualified staff are required. In settings 
with 25 to 49 children at least a 50% post must be held by a member of staff with a tertiary quali-
fication (ISCED 6); in settings catering for more than 50 children, a full-time post with a tertiary 
qualification is required. In settings for children from 3 to 6 years, at least one full-time post in 
each group must be held by a staff member with a tertiary qualification*. 

 

Sources:  European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2015. 
 *European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2016. 
 Eurydice 2012; 2013. 

 
 

Curricular frameworks 
The current national curriculum for the écoles maternelles is set out in an official bulletin (Horaires 
et programmes d'enseignement de l'école primaire, 2008) and includes the following goals and ar-
eas of learning: communicating in a comprehensible way; maintaining relationships with other 
children and with adults; practising motor, sensory, affective and intellectual skills. In the revised 
version of the bulletin (Programme d'enseignement de l'école maternelle, 2015), preparation for 
school is mentioned as a further goal, together with addressing the individual learning pace of 
each child and reducing inequalities between children, particularly with regard to language com-
petence.  
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The ‘Cycle of Early Learning’ includes five specific areas of learning: (1) oral and written language; 
(2) acting, expressing and understanding through bodily activity; (3) acting, expressing and under-
standing through art-related activities; (4) learning to think in a structured way; (5) discovering the 
world through exploration of the immediate environment. For each of these learning areas the 
curriculum provides a general definition and educational objectives in order to support effective 
progress in learning.  
In settings for the under-threes, an activity plan is drawn up by the owner of the provision as part 
of the service plan. The plan or schedule has to be approved by the regional authorities and in-
cludes both educational and social aspects. Educational goals (such as becoming independent, de-
veloping personality and creativity, entering into relationships with others) and the ways in which 
these are to be achieved are laid down in detail. Moreover, the geographical location of the set-
ting, the local population, the needs of families and the available resources are all taken into ac-
count.  
 

Sources: Eurydice 2013. 
 MNEESR 2015. 

 
 

Inclusion agenda  
Children with special educational needs and disabilities 
Children under 6 years of age with special educational needs are mostly included in mainstream 
settings, or may have a place in an ‘inclusion class’ (Unité localisée pour l’inclusion scolaire, ULIS). 
An individual educational plan is prepared for each child. In 2015 in the early years sector, a total 
of 31,299 children with disabilities attended a mainstream provision and 6,914 an inclusion class.  
The number of children in the inclusion classes increases significantly according to the age of the 
children. The majority of ULIS-groups (94%) are located in publicly run écoles maternelles and 
schools*. 
 
Table 4 
France: Number of children with special educational needs and disabilities according to age and type of ECEC setting, 
2015/2016*  

 Mainstream ECEC provision Inclusion class (ULIS) 

Under 3-year olds 2,740 33 

4–year olds  7,665 74 

5–year olds 11,991 134 

6–year olds  15,884 908 

 
Regional centres for persons with disabilities (Maisons départementales des personnes handi-
capées, MDPH) were founded in 2005. A multi-disciplinary team (medical doctors, therapists, etc.) 
assesses the specific needs of the child in question and proposes an individual educational plan in 
close collaboration with the parents.  
Since 1981 there has been a policy of ‘educational priority‘ which aims to improve educational 
provision for children from socially disadvantaged areas. A project with a focus on promoting 
equality of opportunity (Éclair - Écoles, collèges, lycées pour l’ambition, l’innovation et la réussite) 
has been running in various ECEC centres since 2011. In 2013, 147,365 children in écoles mater-
nelles were participating in this project*.  
 
Children with a background of migration 
In 2016, over 6% (6.6%) of the total population in France were of non-French origin of whom two 
thirds (65.3%) came from countries outside the EU28. In the age-group of the under-fives there 
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were 7% children with a non-French background of whom over three quarters (77.4%) came from 
countries outside the EU28.** 
Children who are new arrivals to France are included in mainstream classes in écoles maternelles 
and schools. No special language tuition is provided for preschool children. 
 

Sources: **Eurostat 2017g. 
 Eurydice 2012, 2014. 
 *RERS 2016a, 84f. 

 
 

Monitoring – Evaluation – Research 
Monitoring and evaluation through inspections 
The Ministry of Education is responsible for the inspection of the écoles maternelles and the Min-
istry of Social Affairs for nursery/infant-toddler provision. Assessments relate to indoor and out-
door space and equipment and also health, hygiene and safety requirements. In the settings for 
under-threes, staff qualifications are also checked as well as the specific working conditions. In the 
pre-primary settings work with the national curriculum and the development and progress of the 
children is also a focus of inspections. Evaluations are conducted primarily through questionnaires 
and checklists. 
School evaluations – including pre-primary schooling – are compulsory in France. The heads of the 
écoles maternelles are responsible for producing an annual report which is submitted to the local 
authorities. The frequency of inspections is not generally regulated, but they usually take place 
every two or three years. The results are rarely publicised.  
Self-evaluations in day nurseries focus on topics such as teamwork, the quality of leadership and 
the staff satisfaction with the working conditions. Parent questionnaires are sent out about every 
two years.  
School inspections (including inspections of the écoles maternelles) fall under the responsibility of 
two inspectorates: the General Inspectorate of National Education (Inspection Générale de 
l’Education Nationale, IGEN) and the General Inspectorate of Educational Administration and Re-
search (IGAENR). The Directorate of Evaluation, Prospective Planning and Performance (Direction 
de l'Evaluation, de la Prospective et de la Performance, DEPP) is responsible for educational statis-
tics, conducting evaluations of school achievements and developing criteria for staff self-
assessment.  
Inspections focus on curriculum content, teaching methods and learning processes. Management 
and staff are also assessed.  
Children attending an école maternelle are regularly assessed in terms of the required curricular 
goals. How the assessment is carried out is up to the teachers, who receive a guidance document 
(2010) from the Ministry of Education. A report for each child has to be produced annually, ac-
companied by a kind of school report (livret scolaire) which follows the child through to the end of 
primary school. When the child starts compulsory schooling both the first grade teacher and the 
parents are informed about the child’s abilities and skills at the end of pre-primary education.  
No standards or criteria exist for the assessment of children under the age of 3, apart from those 
who for some reason attend an école maternelle.  
 
Research 
In France there are three institutes which conduct commissioned research by the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Higher Education and Research: (1) The French Institute of Education (Institut Français de 
l’Education, IFE), focusing on management and evaluation issues. (2) The Educational Research In-
stitute: Sociology and the Economics of Education (Institut de Recherche sur l’Education: Sociologie 
et Economie de l’Education, IREDU), focusing on quantitative research, economical aspects of edu-
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cation, schools evaluation and steering measures in the education system; (3) The Centre of Stud-
ies and Research on Qualifications (Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches sur les Qualifications, CE-
REQ), focusing primarily on vocational education and training.  
 

Sources: Eurydice 2012; 2013; 2014. 
  MNEESR 2016. 
 OECD 2015. 

 
 

Parental leave arrangements 
Compulsory maternity leave (congé de maternité) is fully paid for 16 weeks up to a monthly limit 
of 3,218€. At least two weeks must be taken before the expected date of birth.  
Paternity leave (congé d’accueil à l’enfant) is granted for 11 paid working days which must be tak-
en during the first four months following the child’s birth. 
Parental leave (congé parental) can be taken up by both parents up to the child’s third birthday. In 
January 2015 a new kind of monthly allowance (roughly 391€) known as PreParE was introduced 
which is income-related and also related to the parent’s working hours. Families with children 
born before the 1st January 2015 continue to receive the previous allowance. PreParE is paid up to 
a maximum of 12 months following maternity leave. When taking parental leave, parents may 
work for 16 to 32 hours per week. If they work for longer, then the allowance is reduced accord-
ingly. Parental leave can be taken by both parents simultaneously; however, only one parent re-
ceives the allowance.  
In 2013, 62% of fathers made use of their paternity leave entitlement. There are no national statis-
tical data about the uptake of parental leave. However, research studies suggest that approxi-
mately 98% of those taking parental leave are mothers.  
 

Source: Boyer, D. and J. Fagnani 2017. 

 
 

Historical highlights and shifts  

1770 Founding of the first centres for young children: the écoles à tricoter by Pastor Oberlin in 
Ban-de-la-Roche (Vosges)  

1844 Establishment of the first crèche (day care centre) in Paris by Firmin Marbeau 

1826 
Establishment of the first salles d’asiles, the previous name of écoles maternelles, in Paris 
for poor children. Ten years later there were 34 in Paris, and by 1935, 102 in the whole of 
France.  

1848 
Marie Pape Carpentier who introduces a first separation from primary learning, was di-
rector of a salle d’asile (in La Flèche, then Le Mans), becomes the first director of a specif-
ic training centre for the directors of the salles d’asiles. 

1881 

Salles d’asiles, renamed écoles maternelles, are integrated into the education system.  
Jules Ferry (Minister of Public Instruction) defines them as free of charge, secular and 
non- compulsory institutions.   
Primary school teachers (trained in Écoles normales d’institutrices) replace the previous 
personnel in the salles d’asile. 
Écoles maternelles continue to welcome children from low social classes.  
Pauline Kergomard, a general inspector of école maternelles, strongly defends play and 
the specificities of early learning. 

1887 The training centres for teachers (Écoles normales d’institutrices) also include teachers for 
the écoles maternelles 

1908 First curriculum introduced specifically for the écoles maternelles 
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1910 Creation of the first specialist  inspectors for the écoles maternelles, in each Département 

1921 

Staff in écoles maternelles are given the same professional status as primary school 
teachers 
Creation of AGIEM (Association Générale des Instituteurs d’Ecole Maternelle), the profes-
sional association of preschool teachers. 
Revision of the preschool curriculum  (the last until 1977) 

Post 1945 Crèches, previously run by charitable organisations, are included in the state health sys-
tem 

1975 

Entitlement to a place in pre-primary provision for 5-year olds 
Elected parents’ committees are created in each école maternelle 
Parents, who were not authorised to enter crèches’ rooms for hygienic reasons are now 
admitted (thanks to Minister of Health Simone Veil) 

1977 New objectives and methods are issued for the école maternelle and its three roles (edu-
cation, early learning and care) 

1980-83 
Decentralisation moves – municipalities (communes) take over responsibility for crèche 
settings in cooperation with the State through the CAFs (Caisses des allocations familial-
es). 

1986 
Contrat enfance – State funding to provide diversification of crèche settings to meet fami-
ly needs 

1986 Orientations for the école maternelle: socialisation and  early learning  

1989 

Inclusion of the écoles maternelle in the ‘primary school’ (école maternelle + école élé-
mentaire) 
Definition of 3 cycles of learning from 2 to 12 (early learning cycle for preschool)  
Same training in university institutes for pre-primary and primary teachers, who are now 
called professeurs des écoles  
Entitlement to a place in pre-primary provision extended to cover 3- and 4-year olds 
Inclusion of 2-year olds in disadvantaged zones 

1995 Curriculum for ‘primary school’ (école maternelle + école élémentaire). Ecole maternelle is 
presented as the basis of the education system and as preparing for school. 

2000 A Decree recognizes the educational role of crèches and parents participation. 

2002 New curriculum for ecole maternelle (within primary school). Focus on language acquisi-
tion 

2008 Revised national curriculum for écoles maternelles.  

2010 A new decree introduces flexibility in the care sector. 

2013 Revised version of the 2008 curriculum for écoles maternelles. Play reappears as well as 
parents’ participation and a specific attention to 2-year olds 

2016 
Syviane Giampino’s report (Dévelopment du jeune enfant, modes d’accueil, formation des 
professionels) (Child development, care services, professionnals’ training) proposes 108 
recommendations for the care sector 

 

Sources: Bennett, J. and P. Moss 2010. 
Bouve, C. 2010.  
Garnier, P. 2016.  
Luc, J.N. 1994.  

 
 
Current challenges for the system of Early Childhood Education and Care in 
France  
Country expert assessment by Sylvie Rayna 

Among the central issues and challenges facing the ECEC system in France remains the strong divi-
sion between the care and education systems. Will the light attempts of the previous government 
(introduction of classes passerelles for 2-year olds; a more play-based approach in the école ma-
ternelle) be further developed in the coming years? Another challenge continues to be the ab-
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sence of early years specialisation in the initial professional studies of the pre-primary teachers.  
There is currently no sign of a change to amend this. Some progress is being made regarding the 
IPS of the diverse practitioners in the care sector, but it still remains limited. There are no signs re-
garding a specialist training for the early childhood coordinators.  
Equality issues concerning access to care provision remains a significant challenge and in some cit-
ies has led to privatisation tendencies.   
The discourse of ‘social investment’ in early childhood and ‘evidenced based’ rhetoric have begun 
to penetrate recent policies (CNAF: Caisses Nationales d’Allocations Familiales), linked to the aim 
of developing parental support, social cohesion, and the fight against poverty. Current debates are 
highlighting the tensions underlying such trends. 
 
 

Demographic data 

 

Total population 
In 2016, the population in France totalled 66,759,950. This represents a steady rise over the 
past 20 years (1995: 59,315,139, 2005: 62,772,870). 
 
Children under age 6 
In 2016, 3.5% of the total population were children under the age of 3, and 7.2% were children 
under 6 years of age. The share of young children in the total population has been significantly 
above the EU average for more than 20 years.  
 
Table 5 
France: Proportion of children under age 6 in the total population, 2016  

Age Number of children 

Under 1-year olds 761,114 

1-year olds 785,524 

2-year olds 786,684 

 Total under 3-year olds 2,333,322 

3-year olds 805,096 

4-year olds 817,416 

5-year olds 839,035 

 Total 3- to under 6-year olds 2,461,547 

Total 0- to under 6-year olds 4,794,869 
 
Table 6 
France: Children under 6 years of age - relative share in total population compared with EU average, 1995 to 2016, in 
%* 

Age 1995 ∅ EU152 2005 ∅ EU25 2016 ∅ EU28 

Under 3 years 3.7 3.3 3.7 3.1 3.5 3.0 

3 to under 6 years 3.9 3.5 3.8 3.1 3.7 3.1 

0 to under 7 years 7.7 6.9 7.5 6.2 7.2 6.2 

* own calculations, deviations due to roundings 

2 The 1995 data are for the EU15 countries at the time (AT, BE, DK, DE, IE, EL, ES, F, FI, IT, LU, NL, PT, SE, UK); the 2005 
data (EU25) also include CY, CZ, EE, HU, LV, LT, MT, PL, SI, SK. Data for 2014 include the additional EU28 countries BG, 
RO und HR. 
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Source: Eurostat 2017a. 

 
 
Single households with children under age 6 
In 2015, the greater majority of households in France (86.4%) with children under 6 years of age 
were couple households. Households headed by a single parent accounted for 6.8% of all house-
holds, the larger majority being single mother households (5.9%).  
 
Table 7 
France: Households with children under age 6, 2015 

Household type Total households Total households 
in per cent* 

All households 7,015,400  

Couple households 6,058,300 86.4 

Other household type 483,000 6.9 

Single households, total 474,200 6.8 

Single households, women 417,100 5.9 

Single households, men 57,100 0.8 
* own calculations 
 
National statistics confirm that in 2015 86% of all children under 6 years of age live together with 
both parents. Nine out of ten children living with only one parent, live with their mothers.*  
 

Source: *CNAF 2016a, 8. 
 Eurostat 2017e  

 
 

Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 
In 2015, 67.1% of men and 60.6% of women aged 15 to 64 years participated in the labour market. 
Of the women with children under 6 years of age, 63.1% were employed, compared with 85.3% of 
fathers with children of the same age. The employment rates of fathers with young children are 
slightly below the EU average, whereas those of mothers are above the EU average. 
 
Table 8 
France: Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 compared with other EU states, 2005-2015 

 Year Mothers  
in per cent 

Fathers 
in per cent 

France 

2005 62,3 89,9 

2010 65,2 88,4 

2015 63.1 85.5 

European Union 

EU15 – 2005 56.2 90.0 

EU27 – 2010 58.2 86.6 

EU28 - 2015 61.0 87.3 

Highest rate of  
employment 

2005 Slovenia – 76.8 Cyprus – 95.3 

2010 Slovenia – 76.7 Netherlands – 93.5 
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 Year Mothers  
in per cent 

Fathers 
in per cent 

2015 Sweden – 78.9 Malta/Czech Republic – 93.0 

Lowest rate of  
employment 

2005 Malta – 29.3 Bulgaria – 72.4 

2010 Hungary – 32.7 Latvia – 74.8 

2015 Hungary – 38.8 Bulgaria – 77.3 

 

Sources: Eurostat 2017b. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 

 
 

Children at risk of poverty or social exclusion3 
In 2015, 20.4% of children under 6 years of age were at risk of poverty or social exclusion. This is 
slightly below the EU average (24.7%) for this age-group. The proportion of persons in the total 
population who are at risk of poverty or social exclusion is 17.7%. According to national statistics, 
particularly children under the age of 6 living with only one parent are vulnerable: in 2013, half of 
these families (50.5%) were affected*.  
 

Sources: *CNAF 2016b, 12 
 Eurostat 2017d. 
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